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154 N. Bellefield Av. #66   Pittsburgh, PA  15213

412-683-0237  683-0177  jon@jonrobison.org
July 13, 2007
Dear Colleague,


This is a first attempt to have a meeting by e-mail of the Long Range Planning Committee of the Allegheny County Transit Council.  These are recommendations to the ACTC and the ACTC Executive Committee.  If you have objections, additions, or modifications, PLEASE LET ME KNOW.  I there are any issues which cannot be resolved by e-mail, OR IF YOU THINK THAT THE RECOMMENDATION SHOULD BE DISCUSSED AT A MEETING,  PLEASE LET ME KNOW, and we’ll have a meeting.  PLEASE LET ME KNOW as soon as possible, so that a meeting can be scheduled at the usual time and place, 4th Wednesday (July 25) 6 pm, at UCP, Centre and Neville, with notice.  This includes any ACTC members and other friends of public transit 

One important matter is the content for the Sept. 19 event.  As you may be aware, ACTC is planning an event for public outreach and education about public transportation.  Laraine Hlatkey, ACTC Secretary, suggested this idea. It was supported by the ACTC membership meeting July 18.  Ms. Hlatkey has undertaken the unromantic but absolutely essential logistic duties.  The event will be from 3-7 p.m. at the downtown YMCA, 330 Boulevard of the Allies.  She is drafting a press release and planning other publicity.


What will this event on the future of public transportation in Pittsburgh cover?


Ms. Hlatkey envisions a group of round tables discussing different aspects of public transit.  This means resource people at the various tables, rather than speakers at specific scheduled times.  There might be five or six such tables.  We are suggesting various topics for round table discussions, and solicit your ideas.  Here are severaal ideas, in no particular order.
1) PAT CEO Steve Bland’s Connect ’09 initiative to improve public transit.

2) Connecting the communities; networking the neighborhoods of Pittsburgh.
3) Beyond the hub and spoke system– maximizing efficiency by moving to a trunk and feeder system.

4) What standards should be set for public transportation?

5) Get there fast – possible future expansion of the light rail system, beyond the North Shore.
6) Downtown and Oakland – Possibilities for the second and third largest trip generators in the state.
7) Tomorrow’s transit.  Possibilities including an automated people mover.

8) Computers – how they can help you get where you’re going.  (Ideally, this would be an interactive table, with a computer for people to se3e what they can do.)

9) Bus Rapid Transit – a major short-term, relatively low-cost improvement 

10) Transportation and energy – public transportation (and cities) are important in conserving energy and the environment.

11) Transportation and Development.  With Smart Growth, transportation and development can help each other.

12)  Marketing – how do we get more people to use the system?

13)  Thinking outside the (fare) box – what new systems of collecting fares are under consideration?

14)  Regional public transportation system – county lines shouldn’t limit where you go.   What questions must be addressed before that can become a reality?
15)  How transportation affects economic justice.

Obviously, we can’t have tables for all these topics.  Some obviously lend themselves to combination.
We also envision surveying the participants in the event on what they would like to see in the future of our public transportation system.
PLEASE share your ideas on this event.  Please plan to participate Sept. 19.  Please tell others concerned about public transportation in the groups you work with.


Other matters for consideration by the Long Range Planning Committee for a later e-mail include Market Square and downtown circulation. PAT has ideas about buses downtown, whether the mayor knows it or not.  Should the committee or the full ACTC have someone from PAT’s staff brief us and hear our ideas?

Another topic for the ACTC Long Range Planning Committee  is possibilities for ACTC concerning the East Corridor.  Should ACTC look as this issue.
Love and Peace,

Jonathan Robison, chairperson, 

ACTC Long Range Planning Committee
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